
October 9, 2020

Fabulous Fall
Town Hall



Welcome!

Using the Chat box, tell us 
your name and where you 
are from!

The Chat Box is at the 
bottom of the Zoom tool 
bar :)

Hi everyone! Rebecca 
from RAR National in 

MD



Agenda for Today's Town Hall

Welcome

Virtual Family 
Workshop Series: 
Raising A Reader MA

Announcements & 
Discussion



44

Virtual Workshop Series
Katee Duffy, Raising A Reader Massachusetts
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Agenda for Virtual Workshop

• Virtual Workshop Series
• Introduction and Overview
• How We Used It/ What Went Well
• Recommendations & Learnings
• Platform Considerations
• Conclusion and Next Steps



RAR National Town Hall Meeting: 
October 9, 2020

Virtual Family Engagement Workshops



Workshop Progression



Family Engagement Workshops

Workshop 1 Introduction to Early Literacy,  
Brain Development, and Dialogic  
Reading

Workshop 2 Asking Good Questions

Workshop 3 Expanding on Answers



Agenda

1. Introduction and Overview

2. How We Used It / What Went Well

3. Recommendations & Learnings

4. Platform Considerations

5. Conclusion and Next Steps



How we used it

STAYING CONNECTED

❑ Zoom/GoToMeeting: Checked in with program partners

❑ RAR-MA Website: Shared new online resources and challenges for families

❑ YouTube channel: Offered weekly virtual story times

❑ Virtual Engagement Events: Delivered dialogic reading  

strategies to families

❑ Online Polls: Obtained participant feedback and data

❑ Email: Followed up with links to resources for families



What went well

FAMILIES…

 Enjoyed connecting with each other

 Returned for follow-up events

 Stayed informed and equipped with knowledge and resources

RAR-MA Team…

 Got creative

 Adapted and delivered curriculum for virtual environment

 Connected with families during difficult and isolating time

 Met our goals!



Learnings (observations)

Families:
 Interest in ongoing resources & support
 Desire to be notified via mobile device (text)

RAR-MA Team:
 Partners’ interest to join virtual events
 Capitalize on team’s expertise

❑Prepare to be flexible & adapt!



Recommendations

 Create a script
 Assign clear roles
 Cross training
 Decrease content

 Pilot event with team

 Download all resources

❑Prepare to be flexible &
adapt!





Platform  
Considerations



❑ Use lighting that comes from the front or side to  

best light your face

❑ Keep your background simple and distraction-free

❑ Use the “Touch-up my appearance” feature in the  

video settings (if needed)

❑ Secure your Zoom event to prevent unwanted  

guests

❑ Make sure you have access to the meeting link,  

ID, and password

❑ Monitor registrants and emails coming from  

Zoom (no-reply@zoom.us)

Quick Tips



Set up your workspace

❑ Use a headset and microphone to reduce  

background noise

❑ Learn how to manage participants

❑ Test your audio and video

❑ Review how to share your screen

❑ Close unnecessary applications and windows

❑ Open all resources that will be used during  

the workshop (PPT, videos, images, etc.)

Before the workshop - Prepare

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC



During the Workshop

❑ Start the workshop on time

❑ Monitor attendees in the waiting room,  

participants panel, and chat box

❑ Prepare your Audience (Zoom etiquette)

❑ Engage your Audience (Images, Videos, Polls)

❑ Help everyone to focus

❑ The host should be the last one to leave or  

select “end meeting for all”



After the Workshop

• You can get a list of registrants and  

participants

• Follow up with participants

• Get feedback from participants  

(e.g. polls or Google Forms)





K R Duffy, MA, NCC
Director of Programs, Raising A Reader Massachusetts
katee@raisingareaderma.org 
617.602.7936 (cell)

mailto:katee@raisingareaderma.org


22

Fabulous Fall Family Packs

10/13/2020



Fabulous Fall Classroom Pack!

10/13/202023

A Fun Way to Support Early Literacy through Reading Routines 
and Home-School Connections!



Shared Reading Family Guide: Sneak Peek!

10/13/202024



Shared Reading Family Guide: Sneak Peek!

10/13/202025



Fabulous Fall 
Classroom 
Pack!

• For Families...

• Components:

• Six Bilingual Storybooks

• Bilingual Family Guide

• Response Journal

• RAR Fall Webpage:
• Virtual Storytimes & 

Recorded Read Alouds
• Shared Reading Videos
• Virtual Field Trips
• Downloadable 

extension activities

10/13/2020



Fabulous Fall 
Classroom Pack!

• For Implementers, Teachers, Home 
Visitors...

Components:

• Six Bilingual Storybooks

• Bilingual Family Guide

• Cell Phone Stand

• One Puppet

• Downloadable Implementer Guide

• Exclusive Online & On-Demand 
Training

• Raising A Reader Family Learning 
Circle!

10/13/2020 27



Raising A 
Reader's Family 
Learning Circles
• Provides 

educators an easy 
way to engage 
families with Fabulous 
Fall content 

• Allows families to 
connect with each 
other to promote 
peer-to-peer learning 
and reduce family 
isolation

• Provides educators a 
platform to 
communicate with 
families real-time in 
13 different languages



How To Order.....

Classroom Pack
● Implementer Toolkit
● Family Pack (up to 25)

• Ages 3-PreK
• School Age

Individual Family Pack
● Ages 3-Prek
● School Age

10/13/202029

$200-$1250 
per 

Classroom!

$55 per Family 
Pack!



Infant and Toddler Kits NOW AVAILABLE!

●Six Bilingual Board Books
●1 High Quality Puppet
●Bilingual Tip Sheet
●Special Section on Fab Fall 

Webpage!

$32/each!
Shipping Included

10/13/202030
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Resources and Announcements

10/13/2020



SLJ COVID-19 Publisher Information Directory

As educators move to remote 
learning, many are worrying 
and wondering about reading 
books aloud online and 
possibly violating copyright 
laws. In response, many 
children's publishers have 
temporarily altered policies. 
Please consult individual 
publisher websites for 
additional information.

10/13/202032

https://docs.google.com/document/d/113E-0ffElTRoI7zsvk6gjxrAgepeD-JGAD55-ftSfrc/edit


12:00 PM PT | 3:00 PM ET
Register here

Continue Every Tuesday, Register Here

October 13, 2020 @ 3p.m. ET
Telenovela as Teacher: Innovations With Univision, Too Small to Fail and 
Literacy Partners
Presenters: Patti Miller and Stephen Massey, Too Small to Fail; Claudia 
Bojorquez and Carolina Rosas, Univision; Anthony Tassi, Literacy Partners

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hjXU2byeRn6fXbJmJGujhA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hjXU2byeRn6fXbJmJGujhA


3:30 PM PT | 6:30 PM ET
Register here 

November 5, 2020 from 4:30-5:30 PM EST- Harnessing the Power of 
Families to Support Student Learning and Development 

In many schools across the country, families feel locked out of their child’s 
learning or unsure of how they can get involved. In this time of hybrid and 
virtual learning, strong partnerships with families are more important than 
ever. During this presentation, you will learn about the 3 most effective things 
schools and educators can do to make home-school partnerships an effective 
instructional strategy.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuyqqTkqHdZ3uGwlB1i_tQkK-UIKnvPi
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpcuyqqTkqHdZ3uGwlB1i_tQkK-UIKnvPi


Coming Soon! Town Hall Topics

• Fundraising and Grant Writing in the 
time of COVID

• What else would YOU like to see at a 
Town Hall?



Sharing Session/Discussion
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